Curriculum Intent -What we would like the children to learn.


	Our setting’s Aims for ALL children
	We recognise that every child is unique and that children develop and learn at different rates and in different ways. Our aim is to provide an inclusive, nurturing, and stimulating environment where every child feels valued, supported, and able to achieve their full potential.
We understand the importance of early identification of any additional needs or barriers to learning. Through careful observation, assessment, and working in partnership with families and professionals, we identify where children may require extra support and provide appropriate strategies to help them make progress.

Our learning environment is designed to meet the individual needs of all children. We provide a range of differentiated activities, resources, and experiences that allow children to access learning at their own level, build confidence, develop independence, and celebrate their achievements.
Provision for children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) is the responsibility of every member of staff within the setting. All practitioners work together to ensure children receive consistent support, with staff sharing observations, knowledge, and ideas to provide the best possible outcomes for each child.
We value the voice of every child and recognise the importance of listening to children, families, and staff when planning and reviewing support. Through strong relationships, inclusive practice, and a commitment to equality, we aim to ensure that every child is welcomed, respected, and given the opportunity to thrive.

We want to support children to- Be independent, be resilient, be kind, be helpful to others and be empathetic.
To support children to have - Emotional intelligence, good self-esteem, Confidence, self-belief, have fun and learn so they reach their individual full potential.


	Festival Celebrations Curriculum Intent







	Our curriculum intent for celebrating festivals will focus on helping children develop an understanding of themselves, others and the diverse world around them through meaningful, age-appropriate experiences.
Children will have opportunities to explore and celebrate a range of festivals from different cultures, religions and communities throughout the year. Through stories, songs, creative activities, food, music, and shared experiences, children will begin to understand that people celebrate special occasions in different ways.
Our curriculum aims to:
· Develop children's sense of belonging by recognising and celebrating festivals that are meaningful to them, their families, and the wider community. Foster respect, curiosity, and appreciation for different cultures, beliefs, traditions, and lifestyles. 
· Encourage children to talk about their own experiences and listen to the experiences of others, promoting empathy and inclusion. 
· Support communication and language development through stories, discussions, new vocabulary, and role play linked to celebrations. 
· Inspire creativity through arts and crafts, music, dance, cooking, and sensory experiences connected to festivals. 
· Promote understanding of similarities and differences between people, helping children recognise that while celebrations may differ, many share common themes such as family, kindness, giving, gratitude, and togetherness. 
· Build children's knowledge of the world by exploring seasonal events and significant celebrations throughout the year. 
Activities are planned to be inclusive and developmentally appropriate, ensuring every child can participate regardless of their background or beliefs. The emphasis is on learning through play, exploration, and shared experiences rather than detailed religious teaching.

	Personal Social and Emotional Development Curriculum Intent
	Our Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) curriculum is designed to help every child develop a strong sense of self, build positive relationships, and become confident, resilient learners. We provide a safe, nurturing, and inclusive environment where children feel valued, respected, and listened to.
Staff create meaningful opportunities for children to talk about their interests, experiences, ideas, and feelings. Through conversations, storytelling, circle times, role play, and active listening, children are encouraged to express themselves confidently, take turns in conversations, and develop respect for the views of others, ensuring every child has a voice.
Children are supported to understand the routines, expectations, and boundaries of the setting, helping them to feel secure and develop independence. We acknowledge and discuss emotions throughout the day, enabling children to recognise, understand, and begin to manage their feelings appropriately while developing empathy for others.
Through play-based learning and positive interactions, children are encouraged to establish their sense of self, engage with others, cooperate, negotiate, and work towards shared goals. They are supported to develop self-assurance, resilience, perseverance, and confidence as they explore new experiences and celebrate their achievements.
We recognise that strong PSED underpins children's wellbeing, cognitive development, and future learning. By fostering secure relationships and promoting emotional wellbeing, we help children develop the confidence to make choices, solve problems, take appropriate risks, and become increasingly independent.
Healthy lifestyles are embedded within our daily routines. Children are supported to develop an understanding of healthy eating, good oral health, personal hygiene, physical activity, and self-care. They are encouraged to manage their own personal needs with increasing independence, promoting lifelong habits that support their overall health and wellbeing.
Through our PSED curriculum, we aim for every child to leave our setting as a confident, kind, resilient, and independent learner who values themselves and others and is well prepared for the next stage of their education.


	Communication and Language Curriculum Intent
	Our Communication and Language curriculum is designed to provide every child with the foundations they need to become confident communicators. We recognise that communication and language underpin all seven areas of learning and development and are essential for children's thinking, learning, social development, and future success.
We provide a language-rich environment where children are immersed in meaningful conversations, stories, songs, rhymes, poems, and a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts. Throughout the day, children are encouraged to listen carefully, express their ideas, ask questions, and engage in conversations with adults and their peers.
Staff use high-quality interactions to extend children's language and thinking. By commenting on children's play, modelling language, introducing new vocabulary at appropriate moments, and engaging in sustained back-and-forth conversations, adults help children develop confidence in speaking and understanding language. These responsive interactions support both language acquisition and cognitive development.
Reading is at the heart of our curriculum. Children are read to frequently and are actively involved in storytelling, shared reading, discussions, rhymes, and poetry. They are given regular opportunities to hear, use, revisit, and embed new vocabulary in a variety of meaningful contexts, supporting both comprehension and expressive language.
Through imaginative play, role play, storytelling, music, and everyday experiences, children are encouraged to communicate their thoughts, ideas, feelings, and experiences using an increasingly rich vocabulary and more complex language structures. Adults model effective communication, encourage turn-taking and active listening, and support children to become confident speakers who enjoy communicating with others.
We recognise that every child develops communication skills at their own pace. Children's language development is carefully observed and assessed, and where additional support is needed, targeted strategies and individual support plans are implemented in partnership with families and relevant professionals to ensure all children, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), can make the best possible progress.
Our aim is for every child to develop the confidence, vocabulary, listening skills, and communication abilities they need to thrive in their learning, build positive relationships, and successfully transition to the next stage of their education.


	Physical Development Curriculum Intent
	Our Physical Development curriculum provides children with a wide range of opportunities to be active, both indoors and outdoors, recognising that physical development is fundamental to children's overall health, wellbeing, learning, and future success. We aim to help every child develop the confidence, strength, coordination, and physical skills needed to lead happy, healthy, and active lives.
We understand that gross and fine motor skills develop progressively throughout early childhood, beginning with sensory exploration, movement, and play. Through carefully planned experiences and high-quality continuous provision, children develop strength, balance, coordination, stability, spatial awareness, agility, and body control as they explore their environment.
Children are encouraged to participate in a variety of physical activities, including climbing, balancing, running, jumping, throwing, catching, kicking, pedalling tricycles, singing and dancing, and cooperative games. These experiences support the development of gross motor skills, promote healthy bodies, and contribute positively to children's confidence, resilience, and social and emotional wellbeing.
Fine motor development is embedded throughout the curriculum. Children are provided with repeated opportunities to strengthen the small muscles in their hands and fingers through activities such as puzzles, construction, small world play, art and craft, threading, mark making, using scissors, digging, pouring, and exploring a range of tools and materials. These experiences develop hand-eye coordination, control, precision, and dexterity, providing the foundations for early writing and other everyday skills.
Our continuous provision is carefully planned to encourage children to explore, practise, and refine their physical skills independently and through adult-supported activities. Adults model movements, introduce appropriate challenge, and provide timely encouragement and feedback, enabling children to build confidence, perseverance, and a positive attitude towards physical activity.
Children are also supported to develop independence in managing their personal care, understanding healthy lifestyles, and recognising the importance of physical activity as part of their everyday lives.
Through our Physical Development curriculum, we aim for every child to become confident, active, and capable movers who enjoy being physically active and have the skills they need to support their future learning, wellbeing, and lifelong health.


	Expressive Art and Design Curriculum Intent
	Our Expressive Arts and Design curriculum encourages children to explore, create, imagine, and express themselves with confidence. We provide a rich, stimulating environment where children have daily opportunities to investigate a wide range of materials, media, textures, sounds, and creative experiences through play.
Children are given free access to a variety of creative resources, including the creative area, activity table, sensory tub, sand, water, loose parts, construction materials, paint, collage resources, mark-making equipment, and malleable materials. These open-ended experiences encourage children to explore their own ideas, experiment with different techniques, solve problems, and develop their imagination.
Throughout the day, children can access planned and child-initiated activities. Adult-led experiences are carefully linked to key person themes, phonics, quality texts, seasonal events, festivals, or children's emerging interests, ensuring learning is meaningful, engaging, and responsive to individual needs.
Children are encouraged to express their thoughts, feelings, and ideas through art, music, dance, movement, role play, storytelling, and imaginative play. Adults support children's creativity by modelling new skills and vocabulary, encouraging experimentation, asking open-ended questions, and valuing the creative process as much as the finished outcome.
Sensory exploration is an integral part of our curriculum. Through activities involving sand, water, natural materials, light, colour, texture, and a range of media, children develop curiosity, confidence, and an understanding of how materials can be manipulated and combined in different ways.
Our continuous provision promotes independence by enabling children to select resources, make choices, revisit their ideas, and collaborate with others. These experiences support communication and language, physical development, problem-solving, and personal, social and emotional development alongside creativity.
Through our Expressive Arts and Design curriculum, we aim for every child to become a confident, imaginative, and creative learner who enjoys exploring, creating, performing, and expressing themselves in a wide variety of ways.



	Mathematics Curriculum Intent
	Our Mathematics curriculum provides children with rich, practical, and meaningful opportunities to develop their mathematical understanding through play, exploration, and everyday experiences. We recognise that early mathematical knowledge is built through active learning, curiosity, and repeated opportunities to investigate numbers, patterns, shapes, space, and measures within a stimulating environment.
Children are encouraged to freely explore a wide range of resources, including natural objects, loose parts, construction materials, inset puzzles, sorting and matching activities, and open-ended play materials. These experiences enable children to investigate shape, size, pattern, quantity, and problem-solving while developing confidence and enjoyment in mathematics.
Mathematics is embedded throughout our continuous provision and daily routines. Children encounter counting in meaningful contexts such as registration, snack time, songs, stories, games, and outdoor play. Adults model mathematical language and support children to match counting words to objects, develop one-to-one correspondence, compare quantities, recognise numerals, and recite numbers beyond five.
Children are encouraged to notice, copy, create, and extend patterns using a variety of materials, as well as recognise patterns in the environment, pictures, music, and movement. Through construction, climbing, fitting themselves into different spaces, and exploring with a range of resources, children develop an understanding of shape, space, measure, and positional language.
Opportunities are provided for children to explore and discuss 2D and 3D shapes, compare objects, investigate size, capacity, length, weight, and quantity, and experiment with their own mathematical marks and symbols as they begin to represent their mathematical thinking.
Adults carefully plan experiences that build on children's interests and prior learning, using skilful questioning and mathematical vocabulary to deepen understanding and encourage children to reason, predict, investigate, and solve problems.
Through our Mathematics curriculum, we aim for every child to develop confidence, curiosity, and a positive attitude towards mathematics, laying secure foundations for future learning while recognising that mathematics is an integral part of everyday life.


	Understanding the World Curriculum Intent
	Our Understanding the World curriculum encourages children to become curious, observant, and confident explorers of the world around them. Through first-hand experiences, open-ended play, and meaningful interactions, children develop a growing understanding of people, places, communities, nature, and the environment.
We provide a rich learning environment where children can investigate, explore, question, and discover using all of their senses. Children are encouraged to explore a wide range of natural and everyday materials, investigating different textures, smells, sounds, colours, and properties. Through sensory play and hands-on experiences, they begin to compare, sort, observe changes, and develop their own ideas about how things work.
Outdoor learning is an important part of our curriculum. Children have regular opportunities to explore the natural world through activities such as village walks, seasonal observations, gardening, exploring living things, and experiencing different weather conditions, including rain, wind, sunshine, and frost where appropriate. These experiences help children notice patterns, observe change over time, understand the natural environment, and develop respect and care for living things.
Children are encouraged to explore cause and effect by repeating actions, investigating materials with different properties, and exploring simple forces such as pushing, pulling, floating, sinking, wind, water, and gravity through play and investigation.
We value each child's unique background and provide opportunities for children to talk about themselves, their families, and the people who are important to them. Through stories, photographs, celebrations, visitors, and discussions, children begin to make sense of their own life story and family history while recognising that every family is unique.
Children are introduced to the wider community by learning about different occupations, cultures, traditions, celebrations, and ways of life. They develop positive attitudes towards diversity by exploring similarities and differences between people, learning about different countries around the world, and discussing experiences through books, photographs, visitors, and real-life experiences.
Adults support children's curiosity by encouraging questioning, introducing new vocabulary, modelling investigative thinking, and providing opportunities for children to share their observations and ideas. Planning builds on children's interests, ensuring learning is purposeful, engaging, and responsive.
Through our Understanding the World curriculum, we aim for every child to develop curiosity, respect for others and the environment, an appreciation of diversity, and the confidence to explore, question, and make sense of the world around them.



	Literacy Curriculum Intent
	Our Literacy curriculum is designed to foster a lifelong love of reading and writing by providing children with rich language experiences and daily opportunities to engage with books, stories, rhymes, songs, and print in meaningful ways. We recognise that literacy is built on secure communication and language skills and underpins children's future learning across the curriculum.
Reading is at the heart of our provision. We understand that reading consists of two key dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension begins from birth and develops through high-quality interactions, conversations, shared experiences, and adults reading and talking with children about both fiction and non-fiction texts. Through storytelling, rhymes, poems, songs, and discussions, children develop vocabulary, understanding, imagination, and a love of books.
Children have daily opportunities to access a well-resourced book area independently and to take part in adult-led reading experiences. Our books introduce high-quality texts that encourage discussion, prediction, recall and the development of new vocabulary. Books are carefully chosen to reflect children's interests, experiences, cultures, and the wider world.
Print-rich environments enable children to recognise that print carries meaning. Through everyday experiences, children begin to recognise familiar logos, signs, labels, environmental print, and door numbers, developing an awareness of print in the world around them. As children progress, they are introduced to letters, sounds, and early phonics through engaging, play-based experiences.
Children are encouraged to develop early writing skills through a wide range of mark-making opportunities available across both the indoor and outdoor learning environments. They are supported to experiment with marks, symbols, drawing, and emergent writing for a variety of meaningful purposes, while developing the fine motor skills needed for writing.
Adults model reading and writing throughout the day, extending children's language through purposeful conversations, introducing new vocabulary, and creating meaningful opportunities for children to communicate, retell stories, and express their own ideas.
Through our Literacy curriculum, we aim for every child to become a confident communicator, an enthusiastic reader, and an emerging writer with the skills, knowledge, and enjoyment that provide strong foundations for future learning and a lifelong love of literacy.


	Phonics Curriculum Intent 
	Our phonics curriculum focuses on developing children's phonological awareness through fun, engaging, and purposeful experiences. We recognise that developing children's listening skills and awareness of sounds is an essential foundation for future reading and writing.
Children are introduced to Phase 1 Phonics through carefully planned, small-group activities that encourage children to listen, discriminate, remember, and respond to different sounds. These sessions are delivered through playful games and activities that build confidence, concentration, and enjoyment of sounds and language.
As children prepare for their transition to school, our leaver children take part in regular small-group phonics activities with an adult. These sessions focus on the key aspects of Phase 1 phonics, including:
· Environmental Sounds – listening and identifying sounds in the world around them.
· Instrumental Sounds – exploring and recognising sounds made by different instruments and objects.
· Body Percussion Sounds – using actions such as clapping, tapping, and stamping to explore rhythm and sound.
· Voice Sounds – experimenting with different sounds made using their voices.
· Alliteration – recognising and creating words that begin with the same sound.
· Rhythm and Rhyme – developing an awareness of patterns in spoken language through rhymes, poems, and songs.

Phonics is also embedded throughout the day through stories, songs, rhymes, music, movement, and everyday conversations. Adults model clear speech, encourage careful listening, introduce new vocabulary, and support children to confidently join in with sounds, rhythms, and repeated patterns.
Through our phonics curriculum, we aim for children to develop strong listening skills, confidence in using sounds and language, and the early phonological awareness needed to support successful reading and writing as they move into Reception.



	Cultural Capital Curriculum Intent

	It is our role as a setting to provide children with rich and meaningful experiences that help them develop an understanding, appreciation, and curiosity about the world in which they live. Through the seven areas of learning and development, we aim to broaden children's experiences, knowledge, vocabulary, and understanding, helping every child to build the foundations for future success.
We recognise that children come from a wide range of backgrounds and experiences, and we value the unique knowledge, cultures, traditions, and experiences that each child brings to our setting. Our curriculum builds on children's existing interests and experiences while providing new opportunities to explore, discover, and develop their understanding of the wider world.
Through carefully planned experiences, stories, celebrations, visitors, outings, outdoor exploration, creative activities, and meaningful interactions, children are encouraged to experience the awe and wonder of the world around them. They develop curiosity, confidence, respect, and a sense of belonging within their community and beyond.
Children are supported to learn about different cultures, beliefs, families, communities, occupations, environments, and traditions. They are encouraged to recognise similarities and differences between themselves and others, developing positive attitudes towards diversity, inclusion, and respect.
Our curriculum provides opportunities for children to develop language, independence, resilience, creativity, problem-solving skills, and a broad understanding of the world. These experiences support children in building cultural capital by giving them the knowledge, experiences, and confidence needed to engage successfully with future learning and life.
Through our commitment to cultural capital, we aim for every child to leave our setting with a sense of curiosity, a love of learning, and an appreciation of the diverse and wonderful world around them.




	Weekly Theme Learning


	
Our weekly theme learning provides children with meaningful opportunities to develop their knowledge, skills, vocabulary, and understanding through a broad range of engaging topics. Each week, the key person and the wider setting introduce a carefully planned theme that is appropriate to the children's age, stage of development, interests, and individual needs.
Themes are used as a starting point to inspire curiosity, encourage questions, and provide opportunities for children to explore ideas through play, conversations, stories, investigations, creative activities, and real-life experiences. Learning is carefully woven throughout the seven areas of the EYFS curriculum, ensuring children make connections between different areas of learning and develop a deeper understanding of the world around them.
Examples of weekly themes may include:
· Recycling and caring for our environment
· People who help us
· The life cycle of a frog
· Garden birds and wildlife
· Families and celebrating differences
· Healthy eating and looking after our bodies
Adults support children's learning by introducing new vocabulary, modelling language, asking open-ended questions, and providing opportunities for children to share their own experiences and ideas. Themes are enhanced through books, songs, role play, sensory experiences, outdoor exploration, visitors, and child-led investigations.
We recognise that children learn best when experiences are meaningful and connected to their interests. Therefore, themes are flexible and responsive, allowing staff to follow children's curiosity and extend their learning through spontaneous opportunities.
Through our weekly theme learning, we aim for children to develop confidence, curiosity, communication skills, and a deeper understanding of themselves, their community, and the wider world.





